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AMFORHT - General Assembly - Minutes 

Saturday 16th March 2019 
09h30 to 12h45 

------ 
IEFT - 20 bis, Jardins Boieldieu, 92071 Paris-La Défense 8 

 
Welcome coffee: 09h00 – 09h30 
 
1) Welcome statement from Philippe FRANCOIS - AMFORHT President 
 

- Attendancy: 58 members 
- Proxies: 26 members 
- Vote on report of the last GA on March 2018 in Luxembourg city : unanimously 
- Vote on this GA agenda: unanimously 
- Board meeting met on 14 March 2019 at Mercure Paris Boulogne – attendance: 18 Members – Agenda: 
preparation of Forum and of this General Assembly – this report will serve as minutes for the Board of Governors 
meeting as well 
- Thank you to IDRAC – IEFT for welcoming us: lecture theatre and lunch 
 
2) President’s report 
 
- Report on the follow-up of AMFORHT global action plan: President reviews our relationships with our key 
Partners, relationships and project successes among members, AMFORHT conferences of last year and of the 
coming year, AMFORHT services to Members, difficulty of using our API (AMFORHT Platform on Internet), the 
interest of our AMFORHT E-Free-and-Universal Library as well as of our AMFORHT E-Shop 
 
- Update on new memberships and partnerships: President pleads for need to recruit new members: more 
universities and colleges, more hotel groups, more international NGOs and fewer individual members - in 
addition, each of us must actively participate in the search for economic partners who can support our 
Association 
On the special request of the Spanish Delegation, the President is in favour of meeting with the Secretary General 
of AMFORT to consolidate our friendly relations and boost our presence in Latin America 
 
- Relationship with UNWTO : President emphasizes that the effective presence of the Hon. Jaime CABAL, Deputy 
Secretary General of UNWTO, at our Forum, Anniversary and General Assembly, is a proof of the proximity 
between our two organizations - Jaime told us about “longstanding and fruitful cooperation and collaboration 
between AMFORHT and UNWTO” – Philippe is confirming that AMFORHT remains at the service of the 
implementation of UNWTO's policy on education and training - as we are for the United Nations Organization - 
and in particular, in the restructuring of training (THEMIS) and certification (TEDQUAL) and in the development of 
the new UNWTO University 
 
- New organisational chart of the Executive Board: attached - this human organization has been in place since 
September 2018 - however it is intended to change according to the availability of each Executive Board Member 
and to President’s needs - President is also calling for applications for any collaboration from Members and 
thanks already proposals received since the beginning of this Forum 
- Debate with Members 
 
- Vote on President's Report: unanimously 
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3) Review on this 23rd AMFORHT Forum 
 
- An exceptional Anniversary Forum thanks, in particular, to MP Mrs Pascale Fontenel-Person who struggled to 
welcome us with three French Ministers in the heart of the French Palace of Democracy 
- 160 participants in total from 29 nationalities are effectively present at this Forum 
- Thank you to this Forum Partners: AccorHotels, Bateaux-Mouches, Ducasse Education, GNI, Idrac-Ieft, Institut 
Paul Bocuse, Interprefy, Journal des Palaces, Journal L’Hotellerie-Restauration, National Assembly, Paradis 
Latin Cabaret, Printemps Store, STR Global, Tourism Office Dordogne, Tourism Office Paris, Tourism Office 
Perigueux, Voyageons-Autrement: applause 
- A special thank you to Didier ARGENCE, Abdou BELGAT, Stephane DEMAEGHT, Francesco FRANGIALLI, Moez 
KACEM, Sylvie LAHUNA, Michel MOUISEL, and Helene VERDET, who have invested a lot of time, goodwill and 
money! to create the success of this great meeting: applause 
- Photo report: the photo report will be given to the Forum Management within 48 hours after the end of the 
Forum - it is now on API in three chapters: 1 per day - everyone thanks Luc for his availability during these 3 days 
- Video report: the video report is available on:  http://www.tourismes.tv/ - we although welcome its director, 
Fabrice NIDIAU, in our Organization 
 
 
4) Annual report on AMFORHT finances by Didier ARGENCE, Vice-President Treasurer 
 
- Presentation of the final realized 2018 budget – attached - questions 
- Presentation of planned overall 2019 budget – attached - questions 
- Debate on our own reserve funds which is far too light [ any profit on the accounts of this Forum will be fully 
allocated to the reserve fund ] and our budgets which are not high enough to manage our association normally: 
improvement of our internet services platform, salary of our General Delegate and travel expenses (UNWTO, 
UNO, international conferences, …) for example 
- Debate about whether to increase membership fees, or to increase number of contributing high level members: 
unanimously the members vote for the second solution - the objectives of our General Delegate will be reviewed 
in this regard 
- Presentation of the initial 2020 budget – attached - questions  
- Statutory Auditor's report on the accounts 
- AMFORHT E-Shop (AES) activity: each member is invited to buy his goodies on this platform and thus contribute 
to the finances of our association 
- AMFORHT Wall Plaques (AWP) activity: each new member (universities, schools, hotels, NGOs, ...) will now be 
invited to buy his wall plaque upon his accession - without this becoming mandatory this year, he will be strongly 
invited! Former members are also all invited to buy it - President specifies that in the near future, this AWP will 
become mandatory in order to promote the AMFORHT in each Member Organization 
- AMFORHT E-Free-and-Universal Library (AEFUL): President thanks Abderrazak SEDOUGA for the launch of this 
so original Library - however, the quantitative results are not yet at the expected level - each Member is invited to 
deposit some of his books and educational course materials in the coming weeks – let’s show that generosity and 
free economy also exists between our members 
- Votes on the three budgets: unanimously 
 
 
5) Special reports 
 
- Matthieu MIOCHE: HOSCO - organization with which we could collaborate more closely in the future – accepted 

on principle by Members – Matthieu will propose a precise mode of collaboration to Philippe 
 

http://www.tourismes.tv/
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- Saïd BOUKHELIFA: Focus on Tourism in Algeria 
- Finn THOMSEN: Green Key initiatives for Hotel Schools - Finn will send us a project sheet in the coming weeks 
- Michel MOUISEL: AMFORHT Schools Contest - several members declared themselves to be volunteers to join 

Michel in this project - objective spring 2020 
- Martine FERRY: Presentation of innovative projects of Institut Paul Bocuse 
- Joachim SCHUTTE: 125th Anniversary of EHL – Ecole Hôtelière de Lausanne 
- Michel PROSPERI: Introduction of the Hokuto Bunka Academy in Japan 
- Steve HOOD: report on the STR Global seminar dated 14th March and on a possible closer collaboration -

accepted - between STR and AMFORHT 
- Patrick VICERIAT & Abdou BELGAT: Prospective on Human in Tourism and proposal – accepted - for closer 

collaboration between AFEST (Association of Tourism Experts and Scientists from French-Speaking 
countries) and AMFORHT 

 
 
6) Debate with Members 
 
- Arguments to AMFORHT membership: a long discussion took place on the arguments to AMFORHT membership 
and benefits - often answers to these questions are in our API - invitation is made to all to propose amendments 
to published texts 
- Relevance of the function of Country Delegate: we have all been aware of the ambiguity in some countries of 
the function of "country delegate" - this function is not hierarchical and can’t be accepted as an exclusivity of 
belonging as it’s currently happening in some cases - the assembly decides to repeal this function - henceforth 
everyone will be ‘Delegate’ for its own country and must contribute in it to the development and influence of our 
NGO 
- Welcome of new members: the number of new members to this Forum and the many questions asked during 
this General Assembly, leads our Group to decide to relaunch the “welcome-meetings” of the new members 
during the annual Forums, even at the regional conferences - the standard Forums agenda will be reviewed 
accordingly at future meetings 
 
 
7) Admission on Applicants’ candidacies 
 
- Vote on an overall admission of new members further to opinion of our CASAC - Candidates Selection AMFORHT 
Committee: unanimously 
 
 
8) Erasmus+ partnership 
 
- Welcome of Mrs Laure COUDRET-LAUT, France Erasmus+ Director 
- Presentation of Erasmus+ Strategy on Hospitality & Tourism by Director Coudret-Laut 
- The idea of this partnership is to offer a technical but also political reading and consideration to the Erasmus+ 
Organization - AMFORHT is now officially recognized as the Erasmus+ contact for our tourism, hotel and 
gastronomy sectors - President now invites each AMFORHT Member of European Countries to follow the same 
approach and to sign an agreement with Erasmus+ in his Country - he also calls for voluntary service so that one 
of our Members seizes the file of signature of such protocol with the Erasmus+ European Directorate 
- Questions from Members -  
- Signature of the agreement between Erasmus+ and AMFORHT 
- copy of signed protocol: attached 
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9) Presentation of the organization of the next world Forum 2020 
 
- Presentation of the proposal from Republic of Korea by the Honourable Mrs Young-Shim DHO to organize the 
next AMFORHT Forum in 2020 
 
- Vote on proposal: unanimously 
- Flag hand-over ceremony between France and Republic of Korea for the next Forum 
 
 
10) Synthesis and gratitude from President 
 
- Thanks to all Members and Sponsors who contributed to the success of this event 
- Focus on meteo and on riots and citizen demonstrations in Paris Centre of the afternoon 
- Official closing of the General Assembly and 2019 Forum by President 
- Invitation to lunch - offered by IDRAC - IEFT 
 
 
On 31 March 2019 
President 2018-2022 
Philippe FRANCOIS 
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                       AMFORHT heritage and reserve funds 

0n 01.01.2019 

 
Running Account 6 220,24 € 

Savings Account (Livret A) 7 438,70 € 

Total 13 658,94 € 
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